
A Contrastive Approach to 
Sociopragmatic Analysis

In this talk, I present a new contrastive discourse analytic approach 
for sociopragmatic analysis. While cross-cultural analysis has been 

an integral part of sociopragmatic inquiries, as witnessed by many 

influential studies both in Japanese and international pragmatic 
research, fully-fledged contrastive analyses have been relatively 

marginal in the mainstream of sociopragmatics. This tendency may 

correlate with the fact that the contrastive pragmatic approach -- 
established in the Cross-Cultural Speech Act Realisation Project 

(Blum-Kulka et al. 1989) -- is a radically language-anchored one, 

and as such it has been primarily used in pragmalinguistics and 
second-language pragmatics. In the present lecture I argue that 

contrastive pragmatics provides an indispensable tool for 

conducting discourse-based sociopragmatic research in a rigorous 
and replicable way, exactly due to its language-anchored nature. 

Through the rigour and replicability of the contrastive approach, the 

analyst becomes able to avoid many criticisms the field has 
received, such as prioritising qualitative over quantitative evidence, 

cherry-picking data, etc. The contrastive approach also allows us to 

make research relating to the pragmatics of East Asian languages 
more relevant for those who do not speak such languages. The 

framework presented in this talk is based on House 

and Kadar (2021), and I will illustrate its use with the aid of different 
case studies featuring Japanese, Chinese and English data.
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